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The Community Health Worker Demonstrates how the hand washing should be done in
Coronavirus prevention
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Introduction
This year has started with some unprecedented challenges worldwide and more
especially in Malawi. We had good rains from November 2019 to early March
2020 but stopped abruptly. This has affected crop production hugely. The
coming in of Coronavirus has hugely affected every operation. Therefore, our
planned activities have not been fully implemented because of all these
disturbances. This report highlights activities that have taken place in the first
quarter of the year 2020.

1.0

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT (ECD)

Focusing on its core of creating “brighter tomorrows” towards sustainable
development, FVM-C
continued to offer ECD programmes in order to help children develop in all
spheres of live so that when they grow into useful citizens of the nation and their
societies. These ECD programmes were carried out from 6th January to 23 March
2020 when the nation suspended all feeding and communal activities in the
country due to the Coronavirus that causes Covid-19. As of now the Community
Based Childcare Centres (CBCC) are closed and it is obvious that most children
will be malnourished and may affect the 450 children’s health later.
1.1 Preschool.
457 children of ages more than 2 to less than 6 continued to get early grade
learning five days in a week until the 23rd of March 2020. The epidemic of Covid19 has interrupted the preschool education. The volunteers are equally
concerned with the social and cognitive development of the children the
passionately love.
1.2 Feeding Programme
70% of the household with children under six years old cannot afford to feed
their children three times a day throughout the year. This causes malnutrition
that results into food deficiency diseases which eventually cause deaths of the
children. Future Vision Ministries has been providing nutrition food since 2010
and this has tremendously improved the nutritious status of the children. Food
also has been stimulating children to always motivated the children towards
attendance of lessons which was also giving the parents an opportunity to fetch
food for their households. The suspension of feeding programme since 23rd
March 2020 has hugely negatively affected the children.
2.0

Education Scholarship
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FVM-C has been providing tuition fees to at least 53 students in secondary and
tertiary education every year since 2010. Before the schools were indefinitely
closed due to Coronavirus, 65 students (9 college and 56 secondary school
students) had already been provided with tuition fees. They are also negatively
affected by this pandemic.
The awarding with trophy and cash of best students has not been carried out
because the SCOM Conferences did not take place due Covid-19 since the
function takes place during the conferences every year.
3.0

Electrification of Chifundo Nursery School

Chifundo Nursery School was initiated by the community members under the
leadership of their Chief, Nandolo in Mulanje District of Malawi. In 2007, Newton
Sindo did needs’ assessment of the area and some of the gaps was need for a
facility where children would be housed while
getting lessons and food. In 2011, FVM
constructed the first classroom and added
another classroom later to accommodate 300
children of the ages 3-5 years. The facility has
become multipurpose. It is also used for
antenatal services including immunization
and other public health services. It is also used
for worship by villagers. The secondary school
going students also use the facility for studies
during weekends. The centre would also be
used as quarantine centre in case Covid-19
hits the area. All this necessitated to have
electricity installed to the school buildings
which include kitchen, office, storeroom, toilet
and two classrooms. The work is 80% done
and it is hoped that electricity will be
connected by the end of May 2020.

4.0

Housing for Volunteers
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7 volunteers in and Chief Taulo, which is always prone to floods and dry spell
have been provided with modern houses. The beneficiaries are: Richard Katete,
Edwin Witness, Chrissy Smart, Adolla Matola, Liston Kazembe, Rozina
Kathumba and Raphael Gomani. The work that remains is painting of 6 houses.
The construction work stalled from last year because there was a break due to
rains. Roads were impassable and people were so much engaged in their
gardens.

One of the Houses provided by FVM-C: Adolla’s House

5.0 Coronavirus (Covid-19 Pandemic) – Effects
No much explanation is needed about the Coronavirus (hereafter “the virus) and
the disease caused by it, Covid-19. Malawi being a third world country is also
hit by the disease in all forms. Schools were closed down on 20th April, 2020 and
a lot more restrictions were put in place by authorities in order prevent the
spread of the disease.
The preventive guidelines by experts already suggests that we (Malawians) just
most African countries are much more prone and vulnerable. More than 80% of
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the 17 million Malawians do not have piped water into their houses. Communal
water points are the ones used to source water for domestic work. This means,
we public communal water facilities are the ones mostly used. For example, one
water point serves approximately 2,000 people in some instances. In most places
the water points are not close to each other (probably between 400 metres and
3km apart). We also share open markets, means of transportation, maize mills
and our income is based on daily wage which means people have to go out of
their houses and work daily. Our health care systems are below standard beyond
imagination.
Current Situation
The confirmed cases are 41 (as of 4th May 2020) with 3 deaths. Until three week
ago, testing centres were only 3 the whole country. Now they are 8 with very
inadequate testing kits. Most of the 41 people found positive were living normal
lives before they were diagnosed positive. This means that a lot of people might
be carrying the virus. Mandatory testing is not possible because apart from
human rights issues, the testing kits and facilities are already not adequate. Our
borders have been open for a long time and they are generally very porous. This,
therefore, means, we are not very safe.
What Future Vision Ministries Canada Done so Far?

FVM-C provides hand washing materials including soap

FVM-C being an active player in the fight against adverse conditions including
diseases like Covid-19, has so far (in a small way) done the following:
•

Civic education communities it is working with through meetings and public
open awareness
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Distributed hand wash buckets and soap to chiefs and community leaders as
part of sensitization
Supplied hand washing buckets and soap to the trading centre so that
everyone coming into the area for merchandize should wash hands
Distributed food items to staff, chiefs and volunteers in readiness to lockdown
that would have started on 18 April 2020 if no injunction was obtained from
the court of law by other parties
Provision of water close to the people will help prevent the disease more than
mere words of telling people to wash hands frequently where water is far from
homes.

5.0

Spiritual Care Programmes

FVM-C has been reaching out to the people with the good news of Jesus Christ
through community-based Bible Study, Radio Broadcasts, and Students
through an indigenous Christian organisation called Student Christian
Organisation of Malawi (SCOM).
5.1 Community-Based Bible Study
It was going on well until all gatherings were banned due to the Covid-19. In
Nandolo area, however, the community members continue to meet but with great
adherence to hygienic practices of washing hands and maintaining social
distance.
5.2 Radio Broadcasts
This is the only intervention that has never been interrupted. The Covid-19 has
increased the number of listeners as people spend most of their times at home.
There is overwhelming feedback from the audiences throughout the country
including neighbouring countries like Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia.
5.3 SCOM Conferences
Conferences were called off when it was just a week before they started due to
Coronavirus. FVM-C had already financially supported four conferences. It is
hoped that the conferences will be held some time later in the year.
6.0

Provision of Wheel Chair to Mercy Mailoti

A wheel chair was donated to a 14year-old girl, Mercy Mailoti, with the help from
American friends, through Joe Mtika. FVM-C once donated a small wheel chair
to Mercy in 2011 when she was 6 years old. This brought jubilation to Mercy’s
parents and the neighbours as it will easy the work of taking of her since she is
grown now.
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Mercy receives the wheel chair with gladness

7.0

Farming by Community Member

Community members have been participating in contributing towards the
feeding of their children since FVM-C started working in the areas. People
voluntarily engage in farming activities to supplement the food that FVM-C
provides. The past five consecutive years have not been quite favourable for corn
production. This year, one garden was planted with small beans and cassava.
These crops are doing much better than maize. Cassava is rich in carbohydrates
while the beans is rich in protein. These will be fed to the children
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Edwin and Davie in the Cassava Garden

Conclusion
The first quarter of the year 2020 has been full of challenges due Coronavirus
that has affected life and general operations of individuals, organisations and
communities. The epidemic has disrupted socioeconomic and even religious
activities. FVM-C has thrived to reach out to the people with all necessary
interventions to bring hope to the people it is mandated to serve.
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